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Current Appointments

Senior Fellow 2022—-Present
Department of Economics, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA, USA
Engaged in academic research and policy analysis on Latin American macroeconomic issues.

Founder 2017-Present
Observatorio Venezolano de Finanzas, Caracas, Venezuela
Established and led a research initiative focused on economic data and policy in Venezuela.

Board Member 2025-Present
Casa Venezuela, Philadelphia, PA, USA

Contributing to strategic planning and community outreach for a nonprofit supporting the Venezuelan
diaspora.

Past Appointments

Congressman 2016-2021
IV National Assembly of Venezuela, Caracas, Venezuela

Elected representative of Miranda State; contributed to legislative initiatives, particularly in economic
policy and reform debates.

Secretary of Public Safety 2014-2015
Sucre Municipality, Caracas, Venezuela
Designed and implemented evidence-based patrol strategies, resulting in a 42.5% reduction in homicides.

Chief of Staff 2011-2013
Sucre Municipality, Caracas, Venezuela

Directed executive operations and served as senior advisor to the Mayor on governance, planning, and
administration.

Secretary of Community Affairs 2009-2010
Sucre Municipality, Caracas, Venezuela

Led community engagement initiatives and supported local development through participatory gover-
nance programs.
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Past Academic Appointments

Assistant Professor 2009-2010
Montedvila University, Caracas, Venezuela

Taught undergraduate courses in economics and contributed to academic advising and curriculum de-
velopment.

Assistant Professor 2007-2008
Sitmon Bolivar University, Caracas, Venezuela
Delivered lectures in economic theory and policy; engaged in departmental research activities.

Affiliate Researcher 2005-2006
IESA Business School, Caracas, Venezuela
Conducted applied research in macroeconomic policy and collaborated on institutional publications.

Education

PhD, Economics 2023
Summa Cum Laude

— Universidad Catdlica Andrés Bello, Caracas, Venezuela

— Dissertation: ”Mercantilism, democracy, and economic freedom”
M.Sc, Statistics 2013

— Universidad Simén Bolivar, Caracas, Venezuela

— Dissertation: ”"Bayesian Spatial Modeling of the Homicide Rate in the Municipality of Sucre”
B.Sc, Economics 2004

— Universidad Catdlica Andrés Bello, Caracas, Venezuela

— Dissertation: ”Multivariate Estimation of the Inflationary Output Gap: The Case of Venezuela”

Prizes, Honors, and Grants

2024 - Distinguished Citizen of San Antonio de los Altos (Gran Caracas, Venezuela), recognizing exem-
plary contributions to the city.

2020 - Public Servant of the Year, Venezuelan Chamber of Construction.

2017 - Saharov Prize for Freedom of Thought by the European Union, honoring courage and dedication
to human rights and democracy.

Publications

Books

(2020) “Autocracias del Siglo XXI: Caso Venezuela”. Author of two chapters. (“El juego del centipedo:
Chevron vs Rosneft” and “Estructura Econdémica en Venezuela y su camino hacia la democracia) Editorial
Dahbar.

(2017) “Fragmentos de Venezuela: 20 escritos sobre economda”. Author of one chapter (“Narrativa
Econémica venezolana: Tragedia y Epopeya”). Academia Nacional de Ciencias Econémicas. Coleccién
Visién Venezuela.

(2012) “Reflexiones sobre la libertad y la justicia social”. Editorial FORMA.
(2006) “Desarrollo, Libertad y Economia Social de Mercado”. Editorial FORMA.



Papers in Academic Journals

e (2018) “Dictaduras Militares: modelo enddgeno”. Revista Economfa, Empresa e Instituciones. Vol. 2
Nam. 2.

e (2008) “Agenda Politica y Econdmica”. Revista Europea de Economia Politica. Vol V, n® 1, Spring,
243-256.

e (2005) “Estimacion Multivariada de la brecha producto inflacionaria: caso Venezuela”. Joint with Pablo

Bustamante, Revista del BCV, Vol XIX. No 2, Fall, 95-119.

Working Papers

e (2025) Informal Empire and Divergence: Oil and the Economic Divide Between Colombia and Venezuela,
1920-1976. With Ivan Luzardo-Luna

e (2025) Venezuela: 25 Years After Hugo Chdvez.

e (2024) “Consequences of Rent-Seeking and Mercantilism: An Institutional Approach”. With Rafael
Acevedo, Hugo J. Faria, Hugo M. Montesinos-Yufa, and Olga Nicoara.

e (2024) “Macroeconomic modeling of Venezuela under a potential Recovery”. With Matt Dietz, José
Pineda, and José Luis Saboin.

e (2024) “Una Vision para la Reconstruccion Econdmica de Venezuela”.

Editorial and Reviewing Activities
e Referee, Journal of Institutional Economics (2025)
e Editor, Revista Ideas (2021-2024)
e Editor, Economia, Politica y Petrdleo (2006-2014)

Workshops, Presentations, and Other Courses

e A presentation about Descarbonizacién en economias emergentes: caso Venezuela ”La Descarbonizacion
del Zulia para el Desarrollo Sostenible del Lago” at Instituto Latinoamericano de Desarrollo Empresarial
(Dec 2024)

e A presentation about A firsthand account of electoral fraud in Venezuela at the Penn Initiative for the
Study of Markets, University of Pennsylvania (Oct 2024)

e A presentation about Current State in Venezuela at Lauder Institute in Wharton Bussiness School,
University of Pennsylvania (Sept 2024)

e A presentation about Fiscal Rules in Latin America Macro Seminar at Universidad Catdlica Andrés
Bello (June, 2024)

e Moderator of the panel, ”Paving the Path: The Future of the Spanish-Speaking Economy in the US.” at
the Wharton Latin American Conference (Feb 2024).

e A presentation about Deglobalization and conflict in ”Scaling the Business with An Innovative Mindset”
at Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania on the program (Oct 2023).

e Fire chat in ”Scaling the Business with An Innovative Mindset” at Aresty Institute of Executive Educa-
tion at Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania (May 2023).

e A presentation about Venezuelan perspectives at Conferencia Futuro Venezuela at Columbia University
(April, 2023).

e A presentation in the Conference Shrinking spaces in Latin America at Villa La Collina (Lake Como),
Italy, June 2022.



Presentation of an Economic Plan for the Reconstruction of Venezuela at San Marcos University (Peri),
June, 2019

Presentation of an Economic Plan for the Reconstruction of Venezuela at Adolfo Ibanez University
(Chile), May 2019.

Presentation of an Economic Plan for the Reconstruction of Venezuela Belgrano University (Argentina)
in May 2019.

Presentation of an Economic Plan for the Reconstruction of Venezuela at Atlantic Council Adrienne
Arsht Latin American Center in Washington, DC (March 2019).

Workshop in Venezuela Economic Policy, Harvard University (October 2018).
Presentation at The Global Economic Cooperation Multiregional Project, University of Colorado, 2018.
Advanced Studies Program on Liberty, Oxford University, 2017.

A presentation in the Conference Promoting Social Market Economy and Economic Cooperation with
Latin America at European Parliament, Brussels 2016.



